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December 5, 1988 


Dear Sir: 

Your Washington correspondent wrote that n Lee Harvey Oswald's 
bullet (for his it was, without a doubt) tore into President John 
Kennedy's brain.... M (November 26 Remembering Dallas). He is wrong. 
There are many doubts, and he should know better. 

There are doubts about whether Oswald fired any weapon the day 
of November 22, 1963. There were no prints on the assembled rifle. 

A negative paraffin test was taken on Oswald f s cheek — hardly the 
cheek of a man who fired an old (1940's) Italian bolt-action Army, 
rifle. The telescopic sight was fitted for a left-handed marksman. 
Oswald was right-handed. The scope was misaligned so badly that the 
FBI had to adjust the mounting apparatus before it could test-fire 
the rifle. The feat attributed to Oswald was impossible for anyone 
but a world champion marksman using a high-precision semi-automatic 
rifle. Neither Oswald nor the Italian Mannlicher-Carcano fit those 
descriptions. 

As to the bullet which n tore into Kennedy 1 s brain", the well 
known Zapruder film shows Kennedy ? s body slamming backwards against 
the seat at the moment his head was hit-- hdrdly caused by a bullet 
coming from behind him ( where Oswald reportedly was). '■■'■'• jll : 

My concern here is whether or not your correspondent has studied 
this case. It appears that, given the choice of believing what he was 
told or examining the facts independently, he chose the former. If 
your correspondent will not help lead the search for the truth about 
Dallas, he will have to follow. So will The Economist. 


Sincerely 


C’-t-Tc 

Peter M. Swindells 



